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Preface to the Tabernacle and the teaching concerning the preparation of the 
Bride of Christ. 

The New Testament Church 

All over the world God's Spirit is moving today to call out a people for His 
name. God is preparing the world for the second coming of Jesus. 
He is ordering world events and watching over His Word with a careful eye. 
God is at the same time preparing the Bride of Christ for a marriage that is 
not too far off in the distant future. 
That Bride is the Church of Jesus Christ. God is moving by His Spirit in 
these days to get the Church ready for the coming of the Lord. The Bride that 
Jesus returns for will have to be a prepared bride. The Bride that He returns 
for is to be a glorious, wrinkle-free Bride that reflects the glory and image of 
her heavenly Husband. In these days of preparation, God wants to bring the 
Church to strength and power. He wants the Church actually become all that 
she was intended to be. He wants to use the Church as His powerful instru¬ 
ment in the earth to extend His Kingdom and achieve His purpose. 

Our seminars are intended to help the Body of Christ better understand God's 
glorious purpose in the Church and their individual part in that purpose. 
They are intended to give the people of God a vision from God's perspective 
rather than man's. They are intended to expound on God's Plan from the be¬ 
ginning. 

The Church - The Mystery 

A Mystery before, but now revealed. 
Part of the ministry of the Holy Spirit is to let God's people in on what He 
plans to do. He is the One who reveals the deep things of God, the things that 
God has prepared and the very purposes of God, to the spirit of man 
(lCor.2:9-ll). He is the One whose ministry includes showing us the things 
of the Lord even the things which are to come (John 16:15-16). He is the One 
who will lead us and guide us in all truth. Even as God by His Spirit revealed 
His plans and purposes to the faithful Simeon prior to the first coming of the 
Lord (Luke 2:26), so also we can expect God by His Spirit to give the faithful 
insight into His plans and purposes in these days prior to the second coming, 
that we stand with Simeon in terms of preparedness to meet the Lord when 
He comes not as the Lamb of God again, but as the Bridegroom Who returns 
for His Bride. 
It is so important for us to recognize that God wants to have a special rela¬ 
tionship to His people. He wants to reveal Himself in a special way. He wants 
to entrust us with stewardship over the "mysteries" of God (l Cor.4:1). 

Mysteries in the bible; there are many. 
God's plan culminates in His purpose from the beginning. His eternal purpo¬ 
se was, is and will be accomplished by the church, the many-membered body 
of Jew and gentile, based on the acceptance of the sacrifice of His Son, to be 
prepared as the eternal companion of His Son, to rule with Him. 

The mystery of God that Paul refers to involves the eternal purpose of God. 
God gave Paul an understanding in his area that had been hidden in times 
past. The revelation that Paul received totally transformed his life and minis¬ 
try. When we come to a revelation of what God for all time has been moving 
toward, we too, will be changed in our perspective and life motivations, for 
God has a glorious purpose for His people. 
To often when seeking to understand the purposes of God we have looked 
at God's dealings with the Jew and made that the whole. We have looked at 
God's dealings with the believer and have made that the whole. 
We have looked at God's desire to destroy the works of darkness and have 
made that the whole. We have looked at God's desire to make us worshippers 
and have made that the whole. 
But the thing that God is wanting us to do is to come up and sit with Him in 
heavenly places, where we can get a true perspective of God's eternal purpo¬ 
se. When we do this we will see that all of the aspects or portions of truth have 
a place and fit beautifully into the whole. 

PREFACE 
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There is a place for the church; there is a place for character development 
and worship. They are all important. There is no contradiction. 
They all relate to the whole. Everything God has done has been essential for 
the ultimate realization of the divine purpose. When we see that one purpo¬ 
se, all of God's dealing with man come into proper perspective, and we begin 
to see how we as individuals fit into the plan of God that he has had from be¬ 
fore the foundation of the world. 

The Church - Gods eternal plan - the many-remembered body - the revelation 
of the mystery (Jew and gentile in one body) - to be prepared as a Bride (that 
is the GREAT MYSTERY) revealed in the times. 

1. Determined by God. (1Joh.5:7/ 2Cor.l3:l/ Eph.l:9) 
The plan God originates in God; is determined by God; it is a plan made af¬ 
ter the model of God, the model of heaven itself. That plan God gave unto 
Moses as a blueprint even for us on whom the end of ages is coming. 

2. Established before time began. (Eph.l:4/ 2 Tim.l:9/ Tit.l:2) 
Before God did anything He had a plan. He had a blueprint. He had a goal 
in mind to which all His creative energy would move. All of God's actions and 
doings are in perfect harmony. 

3. Hidden in ages past. (Eph.5:5/ Matth.l3:7/ l Petr.l:10-12/ Rom.l6:25-26) 
The patriarchs and the prophets were living in days of shadow and form when 
the revelation of the mystery was kept secret. ' 

4. Made manifest in the present age. (Eph.3:l-5/ Rom.l6:26-26/ Col.l:26) 
Particularly Paul reminds us constantly that Gods purpose is now made ma¬ 
nifest. We live no longer in the age of shadows, we are living in the light of the 
Holy Spirit who is ready to illuminate our understanding. 

All of the covenants God made with man deal only with nothing but different 
aspects of His one purpose of the Father: to prepare a companion for His Son 
in ruler ship eternally!. 

And this plan will be accomplished through the Church, Eph.3:8-ll. It is the 
Church where all of God's intended purposes will come to realisation. 
The Church is God's final instrument that He is using to bring about every¬ 
thing that He intended. He is going to use the Church and His operation 
through the Church to bring us to completion, maturity, perfection and to the 
lost image (Eph.4:12-16/ Col.3:10/ Rom.8:28-30). He is going to use the 
Church meet His desire for a bride for His Son (2Cor.6:14/ Eph.5:32). 
He is going to use the Church to deal finally with satan ( Matthew 16:18-19/ 
Rom.l6:20). He is going to use the Church to rule and reign with Him for eter¬ 
nity (Rev.20:6). He is going to use the Church to bring back mankind into the 
right relationship to God in fellowship and priestly function (lPet.2:5-9/ 
1 John.l:3). He is going to use His Church to fulfill His desire for multiplicity 
of seed and sinless offspring (Rev.12). When we realize this, it makes the pro¬ 
cess of God's dealings in our lives so precious and exciting. He is preparing 
us by His Spirit for eternity! 
The Plan was initiated on the first pages of Genesis and it is achieved in the 
closing pages of the Book of Revelation. 

To achieve His purpose God made a plan. That plan is revealed in the Taber¬ 
nacle. The beginning, the way, the end of it. 

The Tabernacle is Gods Truth: 
- typical of Jesus Christ; 
- prophetical of the Church; 
- dispensational of the ages; 
- heavenly in its making; 
- practical and experiential for man. 

Our seminars will deal with the purpose of God, the Bride of Christ, and its 
preparation by means of a study of the spiritual truths of the Tabernacle, all 
for the edification of the body of Jesus Christ. 
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Tribute to the late Rev. F.G.van Gessel 

(1892-1958) 

Concerning the subject of the tabernacle and its spiritual meaning, many 
books already were published, before reverend van Gessel started to write 
down his notes. 
Starting as early as 1857 Dr.Kohlbrugge and 1907 Johannes de Heer, saw the 
depths and importance of the tabernacle. 

Independent from any of these publications late pastor F.G. van Gessel 
received the message concerning the meaning and application of the 
tabernacle. 
It was in 1935 that he gathered with forty evangelists in a place called Patjet 
in the mountains of Indonesia. After praying and fasting for three days, they 
all went home, apparently without any result. 
But few days after this meeting while reading Johnl:14 the Lord anointed his 
eyes to see into this scripture. 

Johnl:14 'And the Word was made flesh and DWELT among us'. 
That is the way this verse is printed in the bible. 
The pastor though, read 'And the Word was made flesh and TABERNACLED 
among us.' 

This opened his eyes to dig into the tabernacle (the greek word 'SKENOO' 
used in the original verse of Johnl:14 indeed means 'to tabernacle'). 
The tabernacle truly appeared to be a source of Divine revelation even unto 
this very day. And a true blessing in the ministry unto the church. 

The study presented unto you in this book, is the original version of the reve¬ 
lation received by our late pastor. 
It is our prayer that this study of the tabernacle may contribute to the edifica¬ 
tion of the Church (Eph.4:4; 1 Cor.l2:12-14), to be prepared as the Bride of 
Christ. 

Rev.C.Totays 



THE TABERNACLE - Exodus 25-30 

Introduction. 
In the Old Testament days God gave the Tabernacle to the Israelites so He 
could LIVE among them. 
Exod. 25:8 "And let them make Me a Sanctuary, that I may DWELL among 
them." 
Exod. 29:45 "And I will DWELL among the children of Israel, and will be their 
God." 

God Himself was the Architect and Chief-Consultant. 
Exod. 25:9 "According to all that I show thee, after the pattern of the 
tabernacle, and the pattern of all instruments thereof, even so shall ye make 
it." 
Moses was the master builder of this plan, and God gave Moses two assistants. 
Men filled with wisdom. 
Exod. 31:1-6 "And the Lord spoke unto Moses saying: See, I have called by 
name Bezaleel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur of the trible of Judah. And I 
have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and 
in knowledge and in all manner of workmanship, to devise cunning works, to 
work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, and in cutting of stones, to set them, 
and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of workmanship. 
And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the 
tribe of Dan; and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I have put wisdom, 
that they may make all that I have commanded thee." 

The Tabernacle was made after the pattern in Heaven, God showed this to 
Moses on Mount Sinai, while he fasted there for fourty days and fourty nights. 
God spoke to Moses and said "Make Me a Tabernacle after the pattern which 
I showed you in Heaven" - Exod. 25:8-9; Hebr. 8:1-5. 
Even so the instruments had to be made. 

Exod. 25:1-9 Materials needed for the Tabernacle, had to be collected. 
For this God asked an offering from every man who would give it willingly 
with his heart - verse 2; compare with 2 Cor.9:5-8. 
This tells us of the love of God, through which we should be moved to give all 
for the benefit of a Tabernacle in Heaven. 
verses 3-7 What this offering consisted of. 
verses 8-9 Meant for the Tabernacle. 

Exod25:10-22. 

THE TABERNACLE 

AND ITS SPIRITUAL 

APPLICATION 



Read: Exod.25:10-22 

CHAPTER.1. 

THE ARK OF THE 
COVENANT 

Exodus 25:10-22 

The Ark of the Covenant 

In His revelation, God always shows the most holy and most eminent things 
first. Of all the objects in the Tabernacle, the Ark of the Covenant is the most 
important one. Here God revealed Himself in all His Glory. God began with 
Himself. Compare Exod. 3 - God revealed Himself in the burning bush. 
The reason for this approach is Mark 12:30-34 "To love God above all", and 
1 Cor. 10:31 "To do everything to the glory of God". 

The Ark of the Covenant consisted of 2 parts: 
• the ark (chest) 
• the mercy seat with two cherubs 

1. The Ark. 

The ark was made of shittim wood and covered with pure gold, within and 
without. 

The measurements: 
• length: two cubits and a half; 
• breadth: one cubit and a half; 
• height: one cubit and a half. 

The ark is the type of the church (the bride of Christ) in her ultimate 
state of holiness (perfection) where the flesh (wood) is completely 
covered. 

The crown of gold: 
• (upon the ark, not upon the mercy seat) represents the communion in 

holiness of the bride with her heavenly Bridegroom (the mercy seat). 

Four rings of gold: 
• 4 = the number that refers to the whole world. (N.S.E.W. the 4 direc-

"* tions of the wind) This refers to the love of God for the entire world, 
John 3:16. 

Two staves: 
• Two staves: made of shittim wood covered with gold; they had to 

remain in the rings; they should not be removed from it. 
The staves refer to the strong love of God that is able to uphold and 
sustain the bride. 



2. The Mercy Seat: 

The Mercy Seat including the two cherubs, was made of pure gold (no wood). 

• The mercy seat - Jesus, the Son of God 
• The first cherub - God the Father 
• The second cherub - God the Holy Spirit 

This is an exact type of the Holy Trinity. 
The faces of the cherubs focused on the mercy seat e.g their attention is fully 
focused on Jesus and His atoning work accomplished for His bride. 

The testimony: 
• Two tables of stone; on these the Ten Commandments of God, were 

written, exposing the shortcomings and sins of Israel and showing the 
judgment of God. 

How wonderful it is to know that through the propitiation of Christ, the con¬ 
demnation of the law has been annuled, as far as the bride is concerned (cp. 
the mercy seat covering the ark.) 

In Exod.25:22 God's appearance above the mercy seat. This is an image of the 
Throne of God, where He gives his commandments to his people and from 
where God reigns over his people. 

Hebr. 9:4: Paul states that the content of the ark of the covenant were: 
• The golden pot with manna = a type of Jesus, the Son of God. 

"The Bread of Life and the Manna of Heaven". John 6:48-51. 
• The budded rod of Aaron = a type of the Holy Spirit. "The power for 

guidance, dominion, and to flourish and bear fruit." 
Acts 1:8, John 16:13. 

• The tables of the covenant (of stone) = a type of God the Father (the 
source of holiness and love). Lev. 11:44-45,1 John 4:7-8. 

The Ark containing these three objects typifies the ultimate state of the bri¬ 
de. In this state of perfection, the Holy Trinity will permanently abide in her. 
Only in this state she will be as her heavenly Bridegroom is. 



CHAPTER.2. 

THE GOLDEN ALTAR 
OF INCENSE 

Exodus 30:1-10 

Read for the Altar of Incense: 
Exod.30:l-10; Exod.30:34-38; Exod37:25-29 

The description of the golden altar. 

Exodus 30: 
• verse 1. An altar of incense 

made of shittim wood (over¬ 
laid with gold, verse 3). 

• verse 2. The measurements: 
height 2 cubits; length 1 cubit; 
breadth 1 cubit; 4 horns 
coming out of the altar. 

• verse 3. The altar and the 4 
horns were overlaid with gold, 
a golden crown was round 
about it. 

• verse 4. 4 golden rings (on 
each side 2) to hold the staves 
that bore the altar. 

• verse 5.. 2 staves of shittim 
wood overlaid with gold. 

• verse 6. Its position: in front of 
the inner veil, that was near the 
ark of the testimony. 

• verse 7,8. Aaron = the high 
priest. He had to burn sweet 
incense thereon every mor¬ 
ning and night when he dres¬ 
sed the lamps. And so in the 
morning and in the night (all 
day long) the sweet incense 
continually burned. It was a 
perpetual incense before the 
face of God. 

• verse 9. It was forbidden to 
burn the following offerings on 
the altar: strange incense/ 
burnt offering/ meat offering/ 
drink offering. 

• verse 10. Once a year Aaron had to make an atonement with the blood 
of the sin offering of atonements. This was most holy unto the Lord. 

The spiritual meaning. 
Altar - This word is derived from the Latin word ALT ARE. Alta Ara means 
"high fireplace". This word gives an indication of its shape and purpose. 
So it is an elevated place where a fire burns. 

The Hebrew word MIZBEACH which refers to a place where one offers a 
sacrifice is not applicable here. 
It is more applicable to the altar of burnt offering upon which the slain 
sacrificial animals were burnt as an offering unto God. So it is not meant to 
be used for the altar of incense because it was forbidden to sacrifice burnt-, 
meat- and drink- offerings on this altar; Exod30:9. 

The altar of incense. 
It was an elevated place from where the incense rose. 
It was a place of prayer where God and man met. 
Burning incense refers to the prayers of the saints. 
Luke 1:10 "....praying at the time of incense". 
Psalm 141:2 "...let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense". 
Rev.5:8 "....and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints". 
Rev.8:3-4 "....at the altar, having a golden censer....much incense...with the 
prayers of all saints". 

The Golden Altar of Incense. 



Material of the Altar, 
Made of shittim wood, overlaid with pure gold. 
Shittim wood = symbol of the flesh (man) that should be covered or overlaid 
with gold, which is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. 
God's church must therefore be an altar of prayer full of the Holy Spirit. This 
means that prayer must not be forced or motivated by our ego or by our own 
strength, for this manner of praying is dry and doomed to (spiritual) death. 

Prayer should be completely functionized and controlled by the Holy Spirit, 
the Paracletos (in Greek) who is pre-eminently the Helper in our prayerlife; 
Rom.8:26-27; Zech.l2:10. 
This applies to each individual Christian, but it is even more applicable to 
God's entire church for she should be an altar of prayer by means of united 
prayer; Rev.8:3-4. 
This is God's irrevocable demand. 

Measurement of the altar. 
From the measurements we learn that the altar was square. 
This refers to the 4 directions of the wind (north - east - south - west), 
meaning that prayer is intended for everybody in the entire world; Mal.l:ll. 
Everyone may experience the joy, the privilege and blessing of prayer. 
It is the duty of the church to pray for all men; 1 Tim.2:l-4. 

The crown of gold on the altar. 
For the explanation of the crown of gold on the altar, we refer to the ark of 
the covenant and the table of shewbread. 
A crown refers to the holy and intimate communion at the altar of incense. 
We may experience this fellowship when we are in prayer. 

The 4 horns. 
Horns overlaid with gold are a symbol of divine power. Read Psalms 18:3; 
Hab3:3-4. And of Christ's power, Luke 1:68-69; Rev.5:6. 
A horn of salvation = the power of salvation = Jesus our Saviour; 
Matthew 1:21; Luke 2:30. 
The blood of the sin offering of atonement = the price of salvation paid by 
Christ, Who has accomplished everything for us. 
He entered once into the Holy Place. He obtained eternal redemption for us 
and He forever lives to make intercession for us. Hebr.9:12; Hebr.7:25; 
Hebr.l0:19. 
This blood of atonement = the basis of the power of resurrection and the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Death - Resurrection - Outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

We can obtain this power by an intensive prayer life that will lead to the 
renting of the "veil" of our flesh. 

The position of the altar. 
The altar was placed in front of the veil, closest to the ark of the covenant; this 
implies that prayer holds a very important place in the sanctuary. 
The veil is a type of the flesh. 
When Jesus died on the cross the veil was rent and the way to the ark of the 
covenant, God's Throne, was opened. Matth.27:50-51; Hebr.l0:19-22. 
Prayer is the only way to mortify the flesh and all its desires. 
The flesh will not dominate any longer when we allow the Holy Spirit to con¬ 
trol us completely. (wood overlaid with gold). 
After this, all heavenly treasures will be revealed to us; if the veil is rent, the 
most Holy Place with the ark of the covenant will be visible. 
We shall then enter the domain of God's Mystery, which will be changed into 
the sphere of God's revelations. 
Read Mark 14:35-38 - Jesus's will crucified; disciples asleep; the Spirit is 
willing but the flesh is weak. 



CHAPTER.3. 

THE SWEET SPICES 

Exodus 30:7-8 

Read: Exod.30:7-8; Exod.30:34-38 

The sweet spices are: (Exod.30:34) 
• Stacte 
• Onycha 
• Galbanum 
• Pure frankincense (white-coloured) 

Stacte. 
The literal meaning of the word "stacte", which is of Greek origin, is "every¬ 
thing that is dripping", like pure myrrh. Myrrh means "dripping like tears" and 
originates from the stem of a myrrh-tree. The meaning of the word in Hebrew 
is "bitter". 
Myrrh tastes bitter; it smells strong and is used as a stimulant. 
It is a very expensive spice and it staunches. 
Gen.37:25 - expensive merchandise 
Matth.2:ll - a precious gift 

The spiritual meaning. 
The blood of Christ, dripping from His wounds. It is bitter (suffering) when 
it is in reference to our sins; strong-smelling because of redemption and 
cleansing; staunching because it stops us from committing sin. 
Sorrow caused by sin will disappear. 
It is precious, 1 Peter 1:18-19. Our redemption through His Blood is very 
precious. The basis of our worship must be the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

Onycha. 
A kind of shell that spreads a strong smell when it is burnt. 
Also used as a medicine. 
Its preparation and usage: 

• beat it (grind) verse 36; 
• burn it; 
• afterwards, a sweet smell arises. 

The spiritual meaning is clear. This is a type of Christ bruised on the cross, as 
He was consumed by the fire of God's wrath. This is a sweet savor to God, 
Eph.5:l-2. With 'this' Christ we must commune in prayer, which leads us to 
worship and to behold Him. This is the type of sacrifice that God demands of 
us, Rom.l2:l-2. 
It works as a medicine against egoism, against our old character and against 
our own will. 

Galbanum. 
It comes from a shrub with a white-coloured resin, having healing power. 
It tastes bitter and is sweet-smelling. Galbanum means "destined for a sweet 
smell", It is like prayer, bitter for the flesh, sweet smelling for the soul, 
nourishing (healthy) for the spirit. 

Pure frankincense. 
The word in the original language means "be white". 
The white-coloured frankincense is the best. It was used to produce smoke at 
offerings and for perfumes. 

Summarizing. 
These sweet spices tell us of the Life of Christ in His complete surrender, of¬ 
fering and sacrifice (His suffering) as the sweet savor of precious incense to 
God. 
And of our worship. In our prayer we must have communion with 'this Christ', 
in order to be absorbed in Him and be conformed to Him. 

Exod.30:35 A perfume, tempered together (mixed with salt), pure and holy. 
Only if we worship in a true way we will keep our spiritual lives tasteful, pure, 
inside as well as outside, and resistant to sin. 



Exod.30:7-8 Every morning and every evening the sweet spices had to be 
burnt. Every morning for the entire day and in the evening for the entire night. 
This means: the child of God individually as well as the church as a body, 
should pray unto God without ceasing. 
Verse 9a. No strange incense. No strange fire, no strange incense should be 
burnt. Prayer must always be based on a pure motive. 

Read also John 4:23, Isai.l:13, Rev.l8:13 - perfume and incense of Babel. 

So in worship there should be no efforts of the flesh, untruth (lies, deceit, sin), 
selfishness, fame and honour of our own, passion and strength of our own, 
tradition and habits which are develish fires. But in honest prayer to God 
there should only be pure worship. 

Rev. 19:10 - Worship God. 
No burnt-, meal- and drink-offering. No legalistic ordinances. They kill the 
prayerlife. In prayer there should be liberty. The Holy Spirit must be given 
the opportunity to do His work. 
The offerings mentioned above belong to the altar of burnt offering, not to 
the altar of incense. 
Prayer should not be considered a "must", a heavy duty or a burden, but should 
be voluntary worship. How often a soul obliges itself to pray for hours as a ha¬ 
bit and prayer becomes a burden. 



Read: Exod. 25:31-40; Exod. 37:17-24. 

CHAPTER.4. 

THE GOLDEN 
CANDLESTICK 

Exodus 25131-40 

The Golden Candlestick. 

Description in Exod.25: 
verse 31. It was made of pure gold, of beaten work, this is: beaten gold. 

• the shaft 
• 6 branches 
• bowls 
• knobs 
• flowers 

verse 32. 3 branches out of one side; 3 branches out of the other side; six (6) 
branches 
verse 33. In each branch: 3 sets of a flower,a knob and a bowl. Thus out of 6 
branches: 6 x 3 = 18 sets. 
verse 34. The candlestick itself was the shaft. It had 4 sets of flower-knob-bowl, 
verse 35. A knob under 2 branches of the same, according to the six branches, 
this 3 times. 
verse 36. All branches and knobs proceeded out of the candlestick; the entire 
candlestick had to be one beaten work of pure gold. 
verse 37. There were 7 lamps; they had to light the lamps that they gave light. 
verse 38. The tongs and the snuff-dishes; they had to be made of pure gold. 
verse 39. The entire candlestick and all its vessels had to be made of one ta¬ 
lent of pure gold. 
verse 40. It should be made after the heavenly pattern. 

The spiritual meaning. 
The golden candlestick is an type of the church. Jesus Himself explained this 
in Rev.l:20. 
Even in the Old Testament the vision of a golden candlestick is mentioned as 
a type of the church of God; Zech.4:2. 

The 7 lamps are the 7 Spirits of God, in other words: the Holy Spirit in His 
sevenfold capacity; read Rev.4:5 and Zech.4:6. 
Without the light of the golden candlestick, the Holy Place (Sanctuary) would 
be in darkness. 
Likewise the Christian dispensation, the type to which the Holy place refers-
would be shrouded in complete darkness, without the Holy Spirit. 

The following objects become visible by the lighted candlestick: 
• The table of shew bread; 
• The golden altar of incense; 
• The door with its beautiful colours; 
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